
Consultation on how GCSE, AS and A level grades should be awarded in summer 2021 
The Department for Education (DfE) and the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) have 

outlined proposals for how students in exam years will have their courses assessed at their end of the academic 

year. The full consultation can be viewed at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-

awarded-in-summer-2021  

The consultations will end on 29 January; thereafter, schools should receive finalised guidance on how assessment 

will take place.  

Students who were due to take their exams and their parents are invited to respond to the consultation by 

completing the online response form found on the consultation webpage. 

A selection of points from the consultation follows.  

Please note that this is a small portion of the consultation’s content and is provided as a sample only. You are 

recommended to view the full content of the consultation.  Further to this, please be reminded that there may be 

changes to the finalised guidance following completion of the consultation.  

Overview 
 Student’s grade in each subject will be based on their teachers’ assessment of the standard at which the 

student is performing. 

 Students’ interests will be best served if they engage fully with their education for the remainder of the 

academic year. 

What is being assessed 
 We [DfE & Ofqual] do not believe that teachers should be asked to decide the grade a student might have 

achieved had the pandemic not occurred.  

 We do not propose to ask teachers what grade a student might have received if they had been able to take 

their exams – which is what teachers were asked in 2020. 

 Teachers should assess students on the areas of content they have covered and can demonstrate their 

ability, while ensuring sufficient breadth of content coverage so as not to limit progression. 

 Teachers should only take evidence-based decisions about the grade they recommend their students be 

issued. 

How assessment will take place 
 We propose grades this year should be based on teachers’ assessments of the evidence of the standard at 

which their students are performing; it should indicate their demonstrated knowledge, understanding and 

skills.  

 Provision of papers by exam boards would support consistency within and between schools and colleges. 

The teacher, through the marking of the papers, could consider the evidence of the student’s work and use 

that to inform their assessment. 

 The set of papers provided by the exam boards should cover a reasonable proportion of the content and 

that teachers should also have some choice of the topics on which their students could answer questions. 

The papers taken by each student will have to cover a similar proportion of the content. 

 In subjects with non-exam assessments, we propose teachers should take account of the standard of the 

student’s non-exam assessment in their final assessment. In some subjects, students will not have 

completed their non-exam assessments because of the disruption. Teachers will need to take this into 

account when deciding on the relative weight they give to the paper and the non-exam assessment. 

 Teachers should not tell students the grade they have submitted to the exam boards. 
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 The results will be issued by the exam boards, who remain accountable for the results. 

When assessment will happen 
 Students would be assessed by their teachers in a period beginning in May into early June. 

 Students’ performance will be assessed within their school. If the pandemic makes it essential, where papers 

are to be used in the final assessment, the papers could be completed at an alternative venue, including a 

student’s home. 

Appeals proposal 
 All students who do not believe their grade reflects the evidence of the standard at which they were 

performing can appeal to their school once results have been issued. 

 A student should be able to appeal further to the exam board. This would not be an appeal on the merits of 

the teacher assessment [or] the school's appeal decision, but that the school had not acted in line with the 

exam board’s procedural requirements. 

 To relieve pressure on the appeals process, the results day(s) in 2021 should be brought forward [to July]. 

 

 


